PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION

1O this fourth edition of a book that first appeared some four years
ago the publisher, Jose Olympio, desires to give a definitive character.
Definitive, that is to say, in a relative sense, in so far as may be pos-
sible in the case of an essay of this sort whose objectivity depends in
large part upon the fresh advances made in the various sciences and
disciplines on which it is based. This is not to speak of its subjective
side, which is perhaps even more fluctuating: my own ideas and atti-
tudes, my points of view, the highly personal extension that I some-
times give to my interpretations of the subject-matter.

Rereading, then, after,a decade has passed, a work whose roots lie
in my university studies and youthful interests, I am surprised to find
myself so frequently in agreement with practically everything that I
wrote in 1933. Nothing has been added to or changed in this edition
that in any way alters the essential idea or mode of expression. No
effort has been made, even, to improve the text by doing away with
repetitions. This book, whose theme is so very close to life and nature
in the tropics, was written rapidly, and the material contained in it
is correspondingly disordered and untamed. There has accordingly
been no attempt to reduce it to that rigorous order so dear to the
French or to achieve the semi-military correctness of the Germans or
the bureaucratic efficiency of North Americans.

In the notes that I wrote two or three years ago and that were pub-
lished in the Revista. do Brasil, I endeavored to throw light on some
of the more obscure ideas and expressions in the essay that follows.
These notes, which should have been incorporated in the third edi-
tion, are included in the present one. They have been amplified by
further observations similarly designed to clarify the more trouble-
some features having to do with the plan of the work and the presenta-
tion of material.

This wdtk has one defect for which I must absolve myself: the
fact of mjHhlfi^ having been able to bring the bibliography up to date.
I was herevcbHfronted with a task that was an impossible one in Brazil
(where I have resided these last two years), although, on the other
hand, I have been able to make more extensive use of a number of
valuable studies that have recently appeared in our country on sub-
jects pertaining to social history and anthropology. It will be sufficient
to mention the books and articles by Professors Roquette Pinto,
Mario Marroquim, Arthur Ramos, Arbousse-Bastide, Roger Bastide,
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